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' If a thing has a price, something else can be substituted
as an equivalent for it; what is above all price, that for
which no equivalent is admissible, that has moral worth.'
The sense of participating in the activity of the State, of
standing upon the achievements of our forefathers, of
transmitting these achievements to our posterity, that is
what is meant by a living consciousness of citizenship." 1

Treitschke is prepared to think of the State as a personA
in the moral as well as in the legal sense. In his eyes,
"history is a great drama, and States are the actors in it.
States, like individuals, have permanent characteristics, have,
in fact, a character. For example, from time immemorial
"tfie German nation" has been remarkable for exuberant
individualism and insubordination; such characteristics
called for a strong central power, a power armed to the teeth ;
and the German Empire would cease to be what it is and has
been if it laid down its arms. The State is a person ; but
we are not to think of it as an organism,. The analogy of
the organism is scientifically inexact, and it leads to a
fatalistic view of politics which is most dangerous. " Prattle
about the organic development of the State has often enough
served as a bed of idleness. Those who are unwilling to
have a will of their own content themselves with the phrase :
' All that must be left to develop organically.' " 2

If a State is a person, it follows that the existence of any
one State implies the existence of other States with which
it entertains relations. For no person can exist, or come
into existence, in a state of isolation. This is as true of
corporate persons as it is of individuals. A State attains to
self-realisation by friendly intercourse, and also by conflict
with its fellows. Hence the ideal of a World-State, embracing
all humanity, is not a true ideal; such a State would be
repulsive and unnatural. " It would be impossible to
realise all that is meant by civilisation in any single State.
. . . The rays of divine light reveal themselves in a broken

1 Politik, i. pp. 24-5.                                   3 Ibid. p. 28.